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A Background Report 



Stillness On The Right? 


By LAWRENCE VAN GOETHEM 

— /^aff Writer / 

What lTas^4^nM?/44 right 
wing in Frederick County? Is 
it silent? 

The answer to the questions 
from W. Paul Winzer Jr., area 
coordinator for the John Birch 
Society, is that the right wing 
is quietly progressing. 

And Winzer, who says the 
John Birch Society is an edu- 
cational, not a political organ- 
ization, claims the results will 
pay off in time. 

Winzer, who operates out of 
an office in his home on Main 
Street in Middletown, says mem- 
bership has steadily risen since 
last November’s national elect- 
ion. 

t He says he “would have to 
k heck the files” to determine 
/current membership in this area 
/but says it has rose by 100,000 
{the past year nationally. 

I “However, he admits. “The 
' last six months weren’t as good 
as during the election campaign 
and it’s a little slow now.” 

He points out he is primar- 
ily interested in the society’s 
educational program which, he 
says, has been going on active- 
ly among members in his dis- 
trict. 


into this area two months be- 
fore the November landslide vic- 
tory of Lyndon Johnson over 
Barry Goldwater, conservative 
GOP standard-bearer, when Win- 
zer opened his, office in Mid- 
dletown. 

His job is to coordinate the 
Birch program in Maryland, nor 
them Virginia, southern Dela- 
ware and parts of Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia. 

That program, he says, is still 
underway. 

Winzer says he receives night- 
ly requests to speak before var- 
ious groups including civic or- 
ganizations. And, he adds, ’’you 
always tttake a few friends.” 
during the speeches. 

As for political activity, he 
says no effort will be made to 
field Birch candidates in coun- 
ty, city, or state elections or 
even to fill posts on committees 
of either major political party. 

“We are not a political party”, 
he insists. “We encourage our 
members to become interested 
in the political field/ As a soc- 
iety we do not support any par- 

As an interested society, he 
admits “I would think that most 
of our members definitely do 
support conservative candidates, j 


j Pressed about membership, he 
laid “We’re more interested in 
’loyal and interested people than 
|n numbers.” 

Asked about membership rolls 
he said these are not revealed 
and added “We don’t give it out 
and neither do the Girl Scouts.” 
He said this doesn’t make the 
society a secret organization as 
charged by critics because such 
groups as the Girl Scouts, Meth- 
odist Church or Veterans of For- 
iegn Wars also don’t reveal 
members. 

Education involves distribution 
of literature, speaking tours, and 
study groups, among other 
' lings, he says. 

One recent addition has been 
two-day seminar devoted to a 
116 to 18-hour recorded lecture 
Spy Robert Welch, the society’s 
pounder, he says. 

These are attended by mem- 
bers who hear the long playing 
records in groups over 
a two-day period. 


“A lot of the education work 
we’ve done will tend to mat- 
erialize; will pay off in the com- 
ing months.” he says. 

“We expect activity to pick 
up. We expect recruitment to 
pick up,” he notes. 

, The society, mainstay of the 
right wing, got its nffirial orOr'i; 



